Determination of Immunoglobulin Levels in Experimental PCM.
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Paracoccidioides brasiliensis causes a chronic granulomatous mycosis prevalent in South America, and cell-mediated immunity represents the principal mode of protection against this fungal infection. In this work we investigated when immunoglobulins appears and the importance of this antibodies in this diseases. To mimetic the mycosis we did a tracheal infection in Balb/C mice, using 1 X 105 viavel P. brasiliensis cells grown in YPD agar medium for seven days. The serum was collected every week for 21 weeks. To investigate the importance of these immunoglobulins we use an antigenic preparation that contains only the exogenous antigens of the fungus (Mexo) to immunize the mice. We also treated the infected mice with actnomicine-D (1,5mg/kg) after ten weeks of infection. Using ELISA method we determinate that IgG against exogenous antigens of P. brasiliensis appears at 5th week and it is important in the maintenance of memory response against Paracoccidioidomycosis.
